
2026 WV Healthcare Safety, Quality and Experience Improvement Research Day Abstract Submission Guideline
General Information 
· Abstract submission opening is July 6th 2026
· Abstract submission closing deadline is September 15th 2026
· Registration is required to present your abstract.
· The abstract should include Title: 100 characters including spaces Description: 300 words limit.
· Draft your submission prior to submitting it in the online form.

· Please submit your abstract through REDCAP link sent or QR bar.  
· Select one of the 3 topic/subject categories that your abstract fits in the best which include:                               1) Healthcare Safety Improvement, 
2) Healthcare Quality or Performance Improvement and 
3) Healthcare Experience Improvement (includes patients/families experience and healthcare staff joy at work)

· During submission, also select if have preference for oral or poster presentation

· Be sure to name the pdf file with the primary author’s last name and department. 

· Do not submit tables, figures, or images with abstracts. These can be presented with either an oral or a poster presentation. 

· Do not provide references with abstracts. These can be presented with an oral or a poster presentation.  

Abstract Components and specifics required for abstract submission:
We recommend that you consider structuring your abstract with the following sections: 

1. Background: Why did you start?
· Include any data to support this is a frequent (e.g. any trend) or serious problem (e.g. sentinel event patient affected by severe harm during healthcare)?
· Need to have SMART objective: which is defined as those that contain four goal components, including a specific Outcome (e.g. 10% decrease in CLABSI), a measurable Indicator (by improving compliance to Central line insertion and maintenance bundles by 20%), an attainable Target unit (in MICU), and a realistic Timeframe (by 31st Dec 2023).
2. Actions Taken: What did you do?
· Setting: Unit group, team members, patient population identified and barriers identified that need to be escalated to hospital administration (not able to resolve through local leadership)
· Identify current contributing factors using cause and effect diagram (fishbone)
· Identify top priority issues to address using pareto chart (80% events happen due to 20% issues)

· Planning of the intervention using Driver diagram
· Helps identify major areas (e.g. training or EMR change or accountability) of improvement.

· Use Gantt chart to plan the timeline for various interventions-to assure you complete on time

· Identify and define your outcome measure, process measures and balancing measures.
· Multiple PDSA Cycle and show the highlight interventions during each
3. Summary of Results: What did you find?
· Need to have baseline data before interventions to improve were made
· Graphical representation of improvement over time

· The use of annotated run charts or Shewhart (control) charts is preferred to demonstrate the performance improvement data over time

· Tables, bar and pie charts can supplement run charts to show contributing factors but should not be used alone for describing improvement over time.
4. Sustainability or Scale up Plan: How would you assure this work continues? 
· Evidence for sustainability in improvement, or a scale up plan.

5. Lessons Learned: A short summary of the lessons learned from work and/or the message for readers.
Layout and Appearance

Aim to create an attractive display that will draw other participants to your poster and clearly communicate the main points. Creative use of pictures, graphs, text blocks, color, headlines, etc., can attract others to your storyboard, and enhance the communication of your message. Avoid making your poster too text heavy. Focus on the highlights of your display. If it can be communicated with numbers, graphs, or other visuals do so. Exceptional poster examples can be found in the poster guidebook link at the bottom of the page.

Recommended Format:

Poster Presentation:

· Font size should be large enough to easily read the content
· Assure all 5 sections included from the abstract

In-Person at Pylons:

1. Posters will be mounted on 5-foot-wide x 3-foot-high panel boards. The usable posting space is the full 5 feet wide x 3 feet high

2. Posters will be displayed in the exhibition hall for attendees to view. You will have the chance to engage with attendees and talk with them about your work as they explore the hall

3. Select posters will be invited to participate in poster walkarounds which consist of 5-minute presentations to a larger audience

Power Point Presentation:
· Power Point should include <9 slides which includes the title slide.
· No more than 4-5 short sentences in each slide.
· Assure proper font size, so easily viewed by audience.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:

Sharda Udassi, MD, FAAP, FACHE, Masters Health Care Management, MS Population Health Professor, Pediatric Hospital Medicine Division

Associate Chief Quality Officer (ACQO), WVU Medicine (Health System)

Email address: sharda.udassi@hsc.wvu.edu

